Medication errors in

Hospitals
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Definition of Medication Error

Any preventable event that may cause or lead to inappropriate
medication use > patient's harm.

Hospital = Such events may be related to prescribing;
compounding; administration; monitoring."

Where Medication Errors Occur...

PRESCRIBING
39% of errors

DISPENSING ADMINISTERING

11% of

2. |

TRANSCRIPTION

12% of errors
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The goal of drug therapy is the achievement of defined
therapeutic outcomes that improve a patient's
while Minimizing
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Specific Types of Medication Errors ’
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* Abbreviations can be misinterpreted
. * Does MS mean morphine sulfate or magnesium sulfate?
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* "U" or "u" for units can look like a zero, especially

if there is insufficient space between number and

letter: 10u hand or computer-entered can look like
100




Improper dose error il ;g sl

Administration to the patient of a dose
that is greater than or less than the
amount ordered by the prescriber or
administration of duplicate doses to the
patient, i.e., one or more dosage units in
addition to those that were ordered
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Deteriorated drug error

Administration of a drug that has
expired or for which the physical or
chemical dosage-form integrity has been
compromised
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Compliance error

Inappropriate patient behavior regarding
adherence to a prescribed medication
regimen




Labeling and Packaging Problems

* Packaging of drug products can look similar; the
wrong product could be picked up inadvertently
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Example
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* Get pharmacists more directly involved in patient treatment—=>make the
rounds with patients together.

* —>doctors can get direct information about how different drugs may adversely
affect patients’ conditions — and which ones they should prescribe instead.

* Discharged patients should be counseled about use of any medications
to be used after discharge







